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What are Electronic Voting Devices?
 Hand-held devices that allow residents to press “yes” or “no.”

 Ideally, towns place screens in front to show the final vote count.

Lunenburg Town Meeting, May 7, 2022
Source: www.youtube.com/@LunenburgAccess



Lunenburg Town Meeting, May 4, 2024, www.youtube.com/@LunenburgAccess



Use in Massachusetts
 2011: Wayland first Town Meeting to use (Metrowest Daily News).

 2025: More towns are using. One vendor reports 70+ Mass 
communities have used its electronic voting devices. 

https://www.metrowestdailynews.com/story/news/2011/04/08/touching-history-with-e-voting/37913656007/


Benefit: Privacy
Residents can vote anonymously. No voice vote in front of:

 Town employees & committee members

 Family members
 Neighbors

 Your boss or others you work with (or may in future)

 Parents and other parents

It’s hard to vote if you’re uncomfortable.  



Benefit: Integrity of the Vote
 More accurate and precise than a voice vote.

 No one has to vote yes by default.
 

 Gives more integrity to building, financial and zoning articles.

 Individual fairness: if you go to Town Meeting, you want to see the 
vote for yourself. Especially if you disagree with the vote.



Benefit: Improved Meeting Experience
 Power visual tool. Helps residents follow and have a more positive, 
comfortable experience.

 Faster voting saves time for more discussion or to finish earlier. 

 Helps residents new to the meeting. 

 Could encourage more residents to attend. 



Yes!!! One Town’s Experience
“Electronic Voting has clearly fulfilled its original 

promise of speed, accuracy, and privacy. More 

importantly, it has facilitated a more relaxed, 

deliberate, and methodical Town Meeting; decisions 

made in this environment are better, to the benefit of 

every Wayland citizen – whether they attend Town 

Meeting or not.” 

-Wayland Town Meeting Electronic Voting 

Implementation Subcommittee, 2017



Please Vote Yes to Ask the Select Board 

to Review the Idea of Implementing Electronic 

Voting Devices at Town Meeting.
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